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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Swanzey Planning Board 
Meeting Minutes – June 13, 2019 

 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH.  Members present:  Glenn Page, Scott Self, Michael York, Ruth 
Snyder, Richard Sainsbury, Selectmen’s Representative Bill Hutwelker and Alternate Steve Malone. The 
Chair took the roll and read aloud the agenda for the meeting. The Chair seated Malone for Johnson.   
 
Absent:  Jane Johnson and Alternate Jim McConnell 
 
Others Present:  Director of Planning and Economic Development Matthew Bachler 
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having potential for regional impact. Motion was made by Self that there is no item on the agenda which 
can be construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by Snyder with no further 
discussion.  All were in favor. Motion passed.      
 
Minutes:   

Minutes from May 23, 2019 were considered. Motion was made by Self to approve the 
minutes of May 23, 2019. There was a second to the motion by Snyder. All were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

 
DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS 
Southwest Region Planning Commission (SWRPC) Master Plan Update Services 
Bachler informed the Board that the SWRPC determined it would be best to include the traffic count 
locations as an addendum to the contract because SWRPC and the Town are still finalizing which traffic 
counts can be completed in 2019. He added that the Board of Selectmen reviewed and approved the 
contract with SWRPC at their meeting on June 5th and the SWRPC Board of Directors approved the contract 
on June 11th.   
 
Master Plan Community Survey 
Bachler informed the Board that staff has prepared a draft community survey to assist with the update to 
the Master Plan. The Board members reviewed the draft survey and discussed it.  Bachler asked them to 
take the survey and he said it takes about ten minutes to complete. He asked for feedback from the Board 
and anticipates a public meeting in the fall in regard to the survey and the Master Plan update process. 
 
Self asked that the term “land use-related” be removed from Question #8.  Some folks might not know 
what “land use” refers to. Bachler agreed to remove the term. 
 
Hutwelker asked about how folks will learn about the survey. Bachler said it would be online and hard 
copies could be available at Town Hall and he added that staff can put out flyers at libraries and Town Hall 
stating where the survey could be found. York noted some elderly do not use technology and asked about 
the cost of mailing out the surveys. Bachler said the issue is more about the time involved in input of all the 
data from hard copy surveys but that he was open to the idea of hard copies.  York suggested putting 
information in the Sentinel about where the survey could be obtained and perhaps leaving copies for folks 
at Gomarlo’s store. Malone suggested trying to obtain a list of homebound folks and senior housing in 
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Swanzey so that the Town might provide hard copies at the local offices for those facilities. Snyder 
mentioned Lake Street and Holbrook Avenue eldering housing.  Snyder suggested leaving survey copies at 
Market Basket as well. There was discussion about posting on bulletin boards where it is allowed.   
 
Discussion was held about traffic counts in various roads around town. Bachler referred to counting local 
roads that are not maintained by the State of New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NH DOT) and 
less likely to be counted by the NH DOT or by SWRPC.  
 
Monadnock Alliance for Sustainable Transportation (MAST) 
Bachler informed the Board that the Town is preparing a grant application with the Monadnock Alliance for 
Sustainable Transportation (MAST) for proposed sidewalk and intersection improvements to South 
Winchester Street, West Street, and Swanzey Street in West Swanzey.  Bachler asked for a letter of support 
from the Planning Board for the MAST grant application.  Bachler said the West Street and Swanzey Street 
sidewalk improvements are being targeted. He drafted a letter for the Board’s review. Bernard pointed out 
that there is a Sidewalk Committee for West Swanzey which has funds for improving sidewalks and 
recommended that Bachler reach out to Lena Whipple or Marion Bedard. Bachler agreed to do so. 
 
Self asked if there are any “strings” attached to the grant.  Bachler said this grant involves doing a “before” 
and “after” count for pedestrians. Before construction occurs and afterwards another count would be done 
in the hope that there is an increase in the number of pedestrians using the new sidewalks.  Self pointed 
out that with school not in session during the summer, there will be less pedestrian traffic so it matters 
when you do the counts.   
 
Bachler said July 31, 2019 is deadline for application for the grant.  There was a discussion about where the 
sidewalks are needed for West Street and for South Winchester Street. Self suggested considering putting a 
sidewalk at the Homestead Mill where there is no curb and no curb cut, but instead open access. There was 
discussion about the mill and the need for keeping open access for large vehicles to access the mill. Self 
suggested instead of sidewalks, using different colors for areas that are open. Bachler said total funding 
available is $90,000 and it is a 50-50 matching grant. 
 

Motion was made by Snyder to send a letter of support for the MAST grant, second by Self with no 
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Sharing Future Direction for Buildings in Town 
Hutwelker spoke about storage unit approved by the Planning Board for State Route 10 and pointed to the 
discussion that was held during that meeting about the roof lines proposed and whether or not they were 
aesthetically pleasing.  There was a discussion about one group communicating its goals with other groups 
in town such as the Zoning Board of Adjustment or the Board of Selectmen with the Planning Board so that 
the Town can have a unified approach to future direction for State Route 10. Page said the new storage 
units can look like other storage units in town and didn’t see the need to change that. Malone noted he 
raised the issue because he wanted to try to improve the look of them rather than just seeing a box. 
Bachler said the Planning Board can make certain architectural design requirements with a site plan review. 
Snyder noted Market Basket aesthetic issues were raised and dealt with in the past.  
 
Hutwelker said maybe there should be joint meetings between the Board of Selectmen and the Planning 
Board since the Board of Selectmen have identified State Route 10 to be developed in a more aesthetically 
pleasing way.  He said the Board was disappointed at the Planning Board decision since the road is a 
Swanzey entryway and that stretch of State Route 10 could be rejuvenated by approving enhancements.  
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Hutwelker said he would take back to the Board the idea to have joint meetings in order to share a sense of 
direction between groups. 
 
Discussion continued regarding visible corridors; they are important to a community.  Hutwelker spoke 
about what is seen by visitors upon entering Swanzey.  He referred to the recent Economic Development 
Advisory Committee (EDAC) meeting at which was discussed the desire to upgrade the entry corridors to 
make them as appealing as possible.   
 
There was a discussion about properties that need to be cleaned-up to make the town more attractive. 
There was also a discussion about junkyards and how they can discourage business development.  Self said 
the Planning Board doesn’t have the authority to dictate where there is not a historic district.  He said the 
Planning Board can strongly encourage a business owner to make a change in a plan, but there needs to be 
an ordinance to identify an entryway corridor overlay district in order to require aesthetic improvements.  
Self said a Zoning Ordinance like that could be worked on and then voted on by the town at Town Meeting. 
 
Adult Businesses 
There was a brief discussion about adult businesses and the fact that they are allowed within the town with 
a lot of restrictions. 
 
Next Meeting: June 27, 2019 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Sainsbury.  There was a second to the motion by Malone with all in favor. 
Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 7:06 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 


